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EU Water Policy

• Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC):

– overall framework for integrated management
– ambitious objectives (e.g. good status by 2015)
– basic measures (directives on urban wastewater, nitrate pollution, 

industry pollution and others)
– protected areas (directives on bathing water, habitats, drinking water 

and others)

• Completing the framework:
– Groundwater (2006/118/EC)
– Priority Substances (negotiations ongoing)

• Extending the scope:
– Floods Directive (negotiations ongoing)
– Marine Strategy Directive (negotiations ongoing)
– Communication on Water Scarcity and Droughts
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Transposition into national law Dec 2003
Administrative arrangements Dec 2003
Environmental analysis:

Analysis of characteristics
Assessment of human impacts

Economic analysis of water use Dec 2004
Monitoring programmes Dec 2006

Draft river basin management plans  Dec 2008
Final river basin management plans  Dec 2009
Implementation, adjustment 2015 till 2027

WFD Timetable
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What is it?
-RBMP is about preserving and improving the 
environment and introducing sustainable
water management 

-RBMP is the core element of the directive –
2009 is the most important deadline

-RBMP can serve different purposes (reporting, 
planning instrument, public participation)

-Time until 2009 to improve past and current 
practices and fill remaining gaps

River Basin Management Plans - 1
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River Basin Management Plans - 2

What will be in it?
-environmental objectives 

-programme of measures

-public participation 

-general description of the characteristics

-summary of significant pressures and impacts

-results monitoring programmes
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Principles

1-flexibility in WFD objective setting

2-integration with other policies 

3-consider a wide range of measures 

4-transparency in decision making

River Basin Management Plans - 3
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Objective setting

-heavily modified and artificial water bodies

-exemptions for new modifications – Art 4.7

-extended deadlines  – Art. 4.4

-less stringent objectives – Art. 4.5

River Basin Management Plans - 4
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Integration with other policies

-co-ordination / integration of sectoral plans

-early development of common visions

-international commissions for river protection 
and navigation can play an important role

River Basin Management Plans - 5
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Towards first RBMP

-Improve methodologies and close data gaps

-Apply Article 4.7, the WFD impact assessment, to 
new infrastructure projects

-Apply economic instruments more widely

-Use public participation as an opportunity

Challenges
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More information
WFD implementation Report 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-
framework/implrep2007/index_en.htm

WFD CIRCA Information Exchange Platform 
http://forum.europa.eu.int/Public/irc/env/wfd/
library

Water Information System for Europe (WISE)

http://water.europa.eu

Or email:

Marieke.van-nood@ec.europa.eu


